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As we start the new Milleniunn, we face major planning initiatives and

proposed changes to atl the State properties on the morurtain slopes from

Steenberg to Cecilia
o Public Works Deparhrrent Pretoria this weekend advertised the

Silvermine Naval Communications Base property, on the Steenberg

slopes below Ou IGapse Weg, for development tenders without first

doing the mandatory Environmental Impact Assessment which is

necessary to scope futue possible developments.

o In mid November, the Asset Management Department of the Western

Cape Province received tenders from the cream of the Cape's

conzulting firms to draft a future development plan for the Porter

Estate and Constantia School (including the historic Tokai Manor

House) and the exciting new Chrysalis Academy. They also received a

tender from Rabie Developers.
. At the same time, Asset Management received eleven tenders ranging up to R10

Million for the Constantia Girls School site (the old Notre Dame Convent in Sweet

Valley).
o The Cape Peninsula National Park (CPNP) is currently negotiating the terms of its

takeover of the Tokai and Cecilia plantations from the privatising Department of
Forestry, now known as SAI'COL, which is withdrawing from much of the Western

Cape.
. The CPNP is also currently in the process of finalising its new Development

Framework which will guide future "Gateway"developments to the mountain

(including Tokai Forest/ Arboreturn and Constantianek).

These initiatives will fundamentally change our area: whether for the better or for the

worse will depend to a large degree on the amount of effort we are prepared to put into

getting involved in the scoping processes for any proposed changes.

I believe that the opening words of Brian Huntley's, Roy Siegfried's and Clem Sunter's

1989 Booklet "SA Environments into the2l$ Century" to be some of the most important

that I have ever read:

"oLri tuIISSIoN: pEopLE ]A/UN='G ron roruI FoREsr"
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"The present generation of mankind is the first one that can irreversibty transform
our planet for the worse. It is also the last generation with the capacity to introduce
the changes required to avert environmental disaster. South Africa is a microcosm
of the challenges facing the world. Will we choose a path which provides a rich and
sustainable heritage for our children or will we descend into a wasteland of lost

rtunities?"

On World Environment Day in June 1998 at a Friends of Tokai Forest get-together, we
agreed that we should '?ROMOTE A VISION FOR TIIE TOKAI GATEWAY' to the
then newly established Cape Peninzula National Park (CPNP). We agreed that there was
an urgent need for an integrated vision for the whole Erea controlled by State or quasi-
State bodies including CPM, SAFCOL, the Porter School and the two other Constantia
Reform Schools, plus the approaches managed by Local Authorities.

We have the assurances of our national Minister of the Environment, Valli Moosa, and
the Director of the SPM's Urban and Environmental Services, that the State (along \Mith
all other property owners, whether private or public) is required to follow due process
with regard to a number of legislative prescriptions. Many of these are excellent new
requirements which give N, 6 the public, many more democratic rights to guide the
scoping proggqqes t!a{r we had under the old authoritarian regime.
Proposed changes in State or other land usage will therefor have to comply with the
Land Use Planning Ordinance (LUPO); National Environment Management Act
(NEMA), as well as local planning initiatives such as Constantia- Tokai Valley Local
Area Growth Management and Development Plan, and the CMC initiated
Peninsula Urban Edge Study (which is integrated with the baseline scoping reports
for the SPM Sub- Regional Structure PIan).
We, as a community, therefor must get involved in the public participation processes that
are necessary before the any public land can be dgveloped. We rnust urge and assist our
new Ward Councillors to eruiure that all proposed developments are compatible with our
unique valley and mountainside. We have a one- time opportunity to play a significant
role rn choosing a path thd provides a rich and sustainable heritagefor our children
It is essential that we ensure that we use the opporhurities, which the democratic legal
system now provides. Gone are the days when the State could do whatever it pleased with
public [and. The alternative is to descend into a wasteland of lost opportunities.

ARBORETUM INT'ORMATION BOARDS: Hats off to SAFCOL for mounting two
new excellent information boards outside the Arboretum Tea Roorn The Raptors of
Tokai by the Percy FitzPatrick Institute is most descriptive and behind it, there is now the
diagram of the Arboretr.rm and each tree numbered and painstakingly checked by Mike
Fowkes over the past two years. There is also a new key which is much easier to read.

CORE F'LORA CONSERVATION AREA IN LOWER F'OREST TAKES SHAPE
Thanks again to SAFCOL and 15 volunteers from the Chrysalis Academy, wo have been
able to make a major dent in removing burnt out pines from the 'Diastella Patch". Lesley
Skarzynski has made some wonderful new flora posters using Sibyl Morris's great
photographs.
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Spring definitely brings out ihe best in everyone ond everything. The flowers put on
fresh new frocks os they unfold from dormoncy ond the sky tokes on o deeper hue.
September sow us in the lower forest with Sibyl Monis ond her " Fobulous Fynbos" wolk.
Getting to know the most common plonts is the bosis of this wolk with the hope thot it
provides one with o foundotion for more detoiled study. This in itself is o science thot
is both fqscinoting ond rewording. With well over 2 500 species the fynbos biome is

incredibly diverse. There qre o couple of books on the morket, but the most
comprehensive ond most useful ,one is Mory Moythom-Kidd's Soufh Africon
Wildflower Guide 3 : Cope Peninsulo (Botonicol Society of SA.l9B3)

Mork Howthorne's perceptive knowledge of everything thot goes on oround him
mode for on inferesting morning down of Rondevlei in October. We sow Little Grebes

nterestingly, the young ride on their porent's bock.

The oggressive Redknobbed Coot. Africon Spoonbills with pink
fqces ond legs. We leornt the difference between o-Dorter: ond o Cormoront- Kelp
Gulls ond Hortloub's Gulls. W.esow Felicons- Atthough we did not seethe hippos we
sow evidence of them being there. They ore, of course, nocturnol.
We ote stronge benies frorn bushe+ ond ore-still here-totell the tole.

November wos o disoppointment. The Pontomime "Ghost of the Monor House"
could not be held due to the sudden choined up situotion of the Monor House. As o
hlstoricol monument (built in l795by the fomous ond gifted orchitect Thiboult) one
hopes thot this will be mode ovoiloble to the people os oll notionol monuments ore.
The ploce is in o diobolicol stqte ond in urgent need of repoir. Most of the furniture
hos been stolen or given owoy. Anpvoy, the tole wos told ond we wqlked the Ook
Leof Troil in the Arboretum. Alwoys peoceful ond interesting no mqtter how mony
times one does it. We were lucky to see one of the Buzzords (Forest?) flying low
oround ond obove us with o heovy cotch in his tolons. Someone from the Fitzpotrick
lnstitute told me they hod olmost given up on identifying Buzords.
They ore so similor, ond difficult to identify of the best of times.

Here ore some scientific terms you moy wish to put into prociice:
Arboreol - living in trees
Anlher - pollen-beoring port of o flower
Aldl - upper joint between o leof on o stem
Brocl - leof-like structure from which q flower orises
Compound - o leof consisting of severol leoflets
Deciduous - o plont which sheds. lts leoves of the end of the growlng seoson
Epiphyte - on orgonism thot grows on onother but is not por:ositlc
lndigenous - on orgonism occuring noturolly in qR orecr
Perenniql -o plont which live+for of leost threeyeors
Peliole - leof stolk
Pinno - divided port of o leoflef
ferminol - of the endof o'stem
Trifollole - o leof which is divided into three leoflets
Venlrol - undersurfoce
Whorl - the onongemenf of fhree or more [eoves or flbwers of fhe some

point on o stem to form on encircling ring.



$ Dec.l 7m. Corols by Condlelight 5.30 p.m.

I A String Quortet will ploy whilst you picnic.
\# Condles for sole. Not to be missed.

Listen for lhe stroin of the lone Bogpiper.
Locol Volley wines to somple ond

Jonuory 2$tn we will see you ioining us to Howl of the Moon.
We will leqrn o little qbout ftogs.
Bring hot coffee qnd o rubber mot to sii-on- Aho n'tght binoculors.
As well os o torch. 7.30 p.rR. Dennendol West Avenue.

Get wolkin'.

(Ordinor-r7 will do.)

MEMBERSHIP with rnlKE FOWKES Te+: 712,4663

Nome:.....
Joined:....
Lost poid:
Renew?... Close?.....

Send: P.O. Box M2lBergvliel7864
Advise: See boltom of Poge l.

Yes, thls is whot will hoppen if we con't
keep our membership up. Morry hcrve-not renewe.d- Ho-ve-you forgolte.n? Qr ore
you foregoing us? This in itsetf is sod Printing this newsletter costs us. Posting-[t costs
us. Without membership fees, we or€ unoble to.cover this output. Over ondqbove,
without YOU, we do not hcve-theeredibility io operot+the-worthwhile-orgonizotion
thot we hove become. The VoHey is in dire sfqits ond it needs oll-the support end
bockup it con gel. We rely orrycru: Pteose Hpus, ond ultimotely yourselves ond
your future generotion. Pleose poy your membership fees every yeor. lt is o smoll
omount ond it gives you o newsletter every third month ond enobles you to join oll
our octivities free of chorge.
We hove odopted q new method of reminder. We trust you don't toke exception.
At the top of this newsletter will be o sticker with your detoils. lf you no longer wont to
be q member, pleose let us know by telephoning, foxing, or e-moiling qny one of us
on the committee.

END OF YEAR "SNIPPE[S''

FOX ES ore breedi n g on o ur mounfoirrctroirr Dogrr orr teods pfeoser it pronqto
hunting will help stobilize the situotion. These little known, diminutive conids ore
unique in the dog fomily for their insectivorous feeding hobits. Do toke core.

FROGS. Do you hove in the gorden? lf you do it is o good sign thot your immediote
environment is pollution free. Keep it thot woy by using noturol herbicides ond
fertilizers. A frog in o pond brings o noturol pleosure of sound. Like o dove on o
brcrnch or o field of flowers. lt is sodly o joy we moy soon oll lose, for frogs ore
declining world-wide. A mojor fqctor is loss of hobitot. Gordens hove o significont
port to ploy in the continued survivol of frogs so your pond con be o su6cess story of
bockyord conservotion.
Sove o child's heritoge right! Do whot is right.

FISH EAGLES. Very octive of this time of yeor. The thermols ore just right. Listen for the
sound on o whispy-cloud-like doy. Pure Africo.

RONDEVIEI. Do poy it o visit. All the migroting summer birds hove onived.

Problem with your telephone lines lotely? The porcupines hove been busy digging
them up ond eoting them. Are they locking something in their diei? Or hos their
noturol food supply depleted? And why?

OAK IEAF TRAlt.. Ask for our new pomphlets ol the Teo Room in the Arboretum.
A greot leorning experience ond fun for the kids too.
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